
The Unexpected Resurrection! 
 

Mathew 27:64, “So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until 
the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body 
and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last 
deception will be worse than the first." 

Introduction 
 
Although the religious leaders felt satisfied when they handed Jesus 
over to Pontius Pilate to be crucified they remembered Jesus’ words 
that He would come back from the dead. Consequently they asked 
Pilate to make the tomb as secure as possible. This consisted of a 
guard, either Roman or Jewish, a large stone rolled at the entrance of 
the tomb, and the Roman seal.  
 
 
 

The Precautions At The Tomb: The Stone, The Roman Seal, 
And The Guard 
 
The precautions taken at the tomb consisted of three things - the 
large stone, the Roman seal, and the guard. 
 
1. The Stone 
 
The Bible says that a large stone was rolled in front of the tomb of 
Jesus. 
 
Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it 
in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big 
stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away (Matthew 
27:59,60). 
 
This stone, not only sealed the tomb, it also would have made it 
difficult for someone to come right in and steal the body. 

There is no mountain in your life God cannot move! 



 
2. The Roman Seal 
 
The Roman seal was also placed over the tomb. 
 
And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard 
they set a seal on the stone (Matthew 27:66). 
 
 
 
When the chief priests and Pharisees asked that “…the sepulchre be 
made sure…,” the Greek word sphragidzo is used. This word 
described a legal seal that was placed on documents, letters, 
possessions, or, in this case, a tomb. Its purpose was to authenticate 
that the sealed item had been properly inspected before sealing and 
that all the contents were in order. Aslong as the seal remained 
unbroken, it guaranteed that the contents inside were safe and 
sound. In this case, the word sphragidzo is used to signify the sealing 
of the tomb. It was a string that was stretched across the stone at 
the entrance of the tomb, which was then sealed on both sides by 
Pilate’s legal authorities. 
 
The verification process 
 
Joseph of Arimathea carefully laid Him inside the tomb. 
Nicodemus provided the embalming solutions, assisted in embalming 
Him, and helped Joseph of Arimathea lay Him in His place in the 
tomb.  
Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, lovingly examined 
His body and carefully contemplated every aspect of the burial site 
to ensure everything was done properly and respectfully.  
Rome’s official officer ordered the stone rolled back. Then he went 
into the tomb and examined the body of Jesus to verify that it was 
Jesus and that He was really dead.  



The chief priests and elders entered the tomb with Rome’s official 
officer so they could look upon Jesus’ dead body and put an end to 
their worries that He had somehow survived. 
Roman guards checked the contents of the tomb because they 
wanted to know for sure a body was there. They didn’t want to be 
guarding an empty tomb that would later be used as a claim of 
resurrection, while they got blamed for the disappearance of Jesus’ 
body. 
After all of these inspections were complete, Rome’s official officer 
ordered the stone rolled back in its place. While the chief priests, 
elders, and Roman guards watched, the tomb was then secured and 
sealed with the seal of the governor of Rome. 
Anyone found breaking the Roman seal would suffer the punishment 
of an unpleasant death.   
 
After this they then placed guards.  
 

Think About It! 
 

 The purpose of the seal on Jesus’ tomb was to authenticate 
that He was indeed dead and to secure the site. 

 Notice the ignorance and arrogance that led men to believe 
they had controlled and contained the Son of God. 

 The religious leaders recalled that Jesus said He would rise from 
the dead. They heard the truth but did not comprehend it 

 What seemed to be the end was actually only the beginning. 
 
 
3. The Guard 
 
Roman guards watched the tomb. . 
 
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you 
know how.” And they went and made the grave secure, and along 
with the guard they set a seal on the stone (Matthew 27:65,66). 
 



 The Roman guard was a sixteen-man unit that was 
governed by very strict rules.  
 Each member was responsible for six square feet of space 
(2 square meters).  
 The guard members could not sit down or lean against 
anything while they were on duty.  
 If a guard member fell asleep, he was beaten and burned 
with his own clothes.  
 But he was not the only one executed, the entire sixteen-
man guard unit was executed if only one of the members fell 
asleep while on duty. 
ALL THIS EFFORT WAS TO TRY AND STOP THE RESURRECTION! 

 
The Religious Leaders Felt Secure 
 
These precautions made the religious rulers feel secure that the 
excitement around Jesus would soon go away. They thought that 
they had won.  
 

BUT 
Regardless of all these efforts to  keep Jesus inside the grave, 
it was impossible for death to hold Him. 

Today the tomb in Jerusalem is empty 
because Jesus arose on the third day! 
Now He is seated on His throne at the 
right hand of the Father on High, 
 


